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The	
  emergence	
  of	
  modern	
  girlhood	
  can	
  be	
  mapped	
  onto	
  
changing	
  ideas	
  about	
  sex.	
  These	
  changes	
  are	
  certainly	
  always	
  
relative	
  to	
  new	
  distinctions	
  demarcating	
  sexual	
  difference	
  and	
  
gender	
  roles,	
  but	
  the	
  modern	
  idea	
  of	
  girlhood	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  
ideas	
  about	
  how	
  one	
  becomes	
  a	
  woman.	
  And,	
  as	
  with	
  girlhood’s	
  
legislative,	
  pedagogical	
  and	
  psychological	
  formations,	
  girlhood	
  
as	
  a	
  popular	
  cultural	
  formation	
  is	
  very	
  often	
  centered	
  on	
  sex.	
  
This	
  talk	
  explores	
  some	
  fraught	
  current	
  public	
  debates	
  about	
  the	
  
idea	
  of	
  girl	
  sexuality	
  and	
  its	
  developmental	
  periodization.	
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  The	
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  History,	
  Experience	
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  as	
  well	
  as	
  
numerous	
  essays	
  in	
  journals	
  and	
  collections.	
  Her	
  research	
  interests	
  include	
  modernity	
  
and	
  modernism,	
  cultural	
  theory,	
  popular	
  culture,	
  girls	
  studies	
  and	
  youth	
  culture,	
  
ethnography,	
  and	
  rural	
  cultural	
  studies.	
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