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The	Center	for	Feminist	Research	presents	

The socio‐historical condiƟons that helped the emergence and flourishing of eugenics have changed 

to such a degree that equaƟng eugenics and new geneƟc technologies might be a simplificaƟon which 

(a) masks the historical character of social phenomena and (b) impedes tracing both the dynamics and 

boundaries of each one. On the one hand, eugenics flourished within in a type of society in which wel‐

fare state and insƟtuƟons were creaƟng; it drew arguments from the necessity to buƩress these insƟ‐

tuƟons and based its proposals and pracƟces on the supposed priority of 

the “common well” against individual rights. On the other hand, new ge‐

neƟc technologies operate in a type of society in which individualism 

gains more and more significance in shaping social relaƟons, welfare 

state is weakening whereas commercializaƟon of social and health ser‐

vices is increasing. In terms of social inequality, if eugenics provided sug‐

gesƟons for treaƟng social straƟficaƟon in terms of managing biological 

capital and consolidaƟng state authority, now, the quesƟon of social in‐

equity expends the limits of an individual society and raises quesƟons 

related to a global order.  
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